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To: The Commission 
 

 
COMMENTS OF 

THE  COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
 
 
The County of Los Angeles, California (�County�), endorses without reservation the 

Region 5 (Southern California) 700 MHz Regional Committee Proposed Public Safety 

Plan.  The County actively participated in the plan�s development, and firmly believes it 

best represents the interests of the many Public Safety entities serving Southern 

California�s ten counties, including tribal lands. 

 

It remains the County�s overriding concern, and that of others in metropolitan Southern 

California, that the 700 MHz spectrum will remain unavailable indefinitely for use by 

Public Safety. Although Public Safety as a whole gained 24 megahertz of new spectrum 

as a result of the Commission�s First Report and Order in WT Docket No. 96-86, 
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severely congested regions such as Los Angeles County will receive little or no 

opportunities to use the new spectrum until the transition to high definition television 

(HDTV) is complete.  When the Public Safety Wireless Advisory Committee (PSWAC) 

issued its Final Report detailing the need for an additional 95 megahertz of Public Safety 

spectrum by 2010, the driving element was the critical and growing need in major 

metropolitan areas such as Los Angeles, New York and Chicago.  The Public Safety 

community is appreciative of the allocation of 24 megahertz of spectrum in the 700 MHz 

band.  Unfortunately, the regions most in need of additional spectrum are still waiting for 

relief, in that television broadcasters have established a very difficult criteria for 

replacing consumers� television receivers.  Television sets capable of receiving HDTV 

broadcasts are still expensive and beyond the reach of most American consumers.  It 

could be ten to twenty years, or longer, before the penetration requirement is satisfied.  

Therefore, we urge the Commission to revisit the 85% benchmark and establish greater 

incentives, including a �drop dead� date, for the migration to HDTV.    Continued delay 

invites a legislative solution that could be contrary to the interests of both the 

Commission and Public Safety.  Rulings by the Commission remain the best hope of 

Public Safety to achieve the goals and objectives set forth by PSWAC and the FCC�s 

own Office of Homeland Security in meeting the needs of first responders. 

 

Reserve Spectrum 

 

The Southern California area and Public Safety telecommunications in general require 

increased access to wideband data systems.  At present, commercial wireless carriers do 
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not have the capacity to provide the large, regional, wideband data systems needed by 

Public Safety.  Wideband data channels (up to 150 kilohertz channels), are required by 

Public Safety for applications such as mapping, graphics, telematics, field reporting, 

video support of fireground operations, and other remote viewing requirements.  These 

applications are not future requirements; they are needed now. 

 

The County is anxious for the Region 5 Committee to move ahead with its plan for use of 

the reserve spectrum, but this important process cannot begin until the Commission has 

established service rules.  To begin planning in the absence of these rules could result in 

significant additional work by the Committee once the rules are established.  Therefore, 

the County urges the Commission to act in a timely manner to set service rules for the 8.8 

megahertz of reserve spectrum. 

 

SUMMARY 

 

The County of Los Angeles urges the Commission to adopt the Region 5 Plan without 

significant alteration, revise the timeline and benchmarks for television broadcasters to 

vacate the 700 MHz band, and move quickly to establish rules for wideband use of the 

reserve spectrum. 

 

 

Very truly yours, 

THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
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David Mayer, Manager 
Telecommunications Branch 
Information Technology Service 
Internal Services Division 
County of Los Angeles 
9150 E. Imperial Highway 
Downey, CA  90242 
(562) 940-2907 
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